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SEATING
The winning 
entries from  
the 2012  
Design Challenge 

AIRPORT 
CAPACITY
The UK’s 
Southeast needs 
to increase 
capacity, but how?

CHINA 
Xi’an Xianyang 
International’s 
sophisticated 
approach to retail

You’re invited!
From children’s parties to 

weddings – how airports are 
opening their doors to host  
a range of special events

www.passengerterminaltoday.com 
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DESIGNER: Hakan Gürsu PhD for Designnobis
COUNTRY: Turkey
DESIGN NAME: Comport

Comport is a cutting-edge seating unit for contemporary 
environments with an elegant look. The construction frame 

is made of aluminium material and the seating parts are 
produced from MDF-based extruded composite deck material. 
Comport is easily disassembled and fitted in a flatpack. The 
highly durable and lightweight seating unit is hygienic and 
comfortable with its non-slippery and dirt-repellent surface. 
Manufactured from 100% recyclable material, Comport also 
offers different length and colour options. n
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The T2 reception seat is 
constructed from softwood from 

sustainable forests. Its laminated 
oversized construction enables the 
seat to be manufactured in sheet 
form. A layer of coloured rubber is 
sandwiched between the wood, 
giving a comfortable seating area 
and allowing the design to be shaped, 
routed and folded into shape. The 
seat can be customised in order to 
create an array of angular planes. n

DESIGNER: Craig Shrewsbury, furniture designer
COUNTRY: UK
DESIGN NAME: T2

Judges’ comments: 
“This has a very strong aesthetic 
and visual impact, although it would 
probably be more suitable for smaller 
airports.” Massimo Grassi

ABOVE: T2 uses 
sustainably-sourced 
softwood 
LEFT: A layer of 
coloured rubber 
provides a comforable 
seating area

Judges’ comments: 
“This is a clear, clean design 
with strong engineering features. 
Additional functions such as armrests 
and electrical sockets could be added 
to enhance it. The material use is 
strong and suitable for an airport 
environment.” Guran Gokyay

“The product is technically very 
well resolved and the designer has 
a clear understanding of how the 
product would be constructed and 
manufactured. The idea of using an 
extruded MDF seat and back is very 
good, but I would be concerned 
about the long-term durability of 
the seating surface. The legs and 
arms have a very ‘engineered’ visual 
identity that would benefit from 
further aesthetic development. This 
product is a nice interpretation of 
what currently exists in the market but 
makes no consideration for what the 
future may hold.” Paul Williams

BELOW: 
Comport offers 
a contemporary, 
elegant look
RIGHT: The seat is 
easily disassembled 
and fitted in a flatpack
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This seating concept enables multiple ways of 
sitting comfortably in a public environment; the 

idea came from the observation of people’s behaviour 
while waiting in airports. The chair enables users 
travelling alone to use the outer chairs to turn away 
from the person next to them if they do not to wish to 
interact, or to use the centre table/chair as a barrier 
providing them with their own personal space. For 
those travelling in a group, the seat allows passengers 
to connect, using the middle seat as a table to share 
lunch or an activity to kill the waiting time.

The frame is manufactured from tubular steel and 
powder coated to finish; this way we can use as little 
material as possible and reduce manufacturing costs. 
The seats are made from polypropylene and are outer 
coated in silicon for improved comfort and hygiene. n 

This design is a personal seating unit for 
airports and public spaces. Inspired by 

the need for privacy in waiting areas, Rest 
Point provides passengers with a private area 
to relax and carry out activities such as 
getting online via a personal digital device or 
reading. Placed in a shifted order, passengers 
are not disturbed by the 
person behind or 
interrupted by person 
next to them, as the 
seating units are separate. 
The comfortable seating 
unit also provides a 
luggage area that 
keeps baggage safe. A 
collapsible armlet space 
also offers an 
advertisement area. n

DESIGNER: Philip Pearce and 
James Thomas, Plymouth University
COUNTRY: UK
DESIGN NAME: [Anti] Social

Judges’ comments: 
“The concept is based on observations and traveller behaviours, 
which clearly sets it apart from the other contestants. Rotating seat 
units and the possibility to transform the middle seat into a small table 
are clever features. The fresh colours and moving parts will attract 
children and inevitably cause some jammed fingers. The use of 
proven materials is a plus, but not very innovative. The cost-conscious 
and therefore limited use of materials is wise, but might put the overall 
stability at risk. All in all an interesting approach that needs some fine-
tuning in order to be used in public spaces.” Pascal Berberat

ABOVE: The centre 
chair can be adjusted 
to form a sharing table
LEFT: [Anti] Social is 
coated in silicon for 
improved hygiene

ABOVE: Rest Point 
provides a private 
area for passengers 
to relax
RIGHT: A collapsible 
armlet space offers 
an advertising area

DESIGNER: Hakan Gürsu PhD for Designnobis 
COUNTRY: Turkey
DESIGN NAME: Rest Point

DESIGNER: Hakan Gürsu PhD for Designnobis *2 designs?*
COUNTRY: Turkey
DESIGN NAME: Rest Point

Judges’ comments: 
“This is my favourite entry; 
it has a good concept for 
maximising privacy. The seat 
design could be improved 
by making it flat to reduce 
debris collection but I like 
the table concept as it could 
be modified for a power 
solution. I also like the space 
for advertising/sponsorship 
revenue. The whole concept 
addresses many of the trends 
we’re seeing right now: 
privacy, advertising, place for 
power, etc.” Lynn Gordon

“This design is good. It 
is practical and clean and 
would suit an airport very 
well. I like it.” Frank Garavelli
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